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The project will investigate the historical demand for nuclear weapons in order to 
better understand why states do or do not pursue them. In the last three decades, 
the study of nuclear proliferation has straddled the academic-policy divide, with a 
wave of systematic studies spanning different theoretical and methodological 
approaches. However, there has been little effort to integrate these various 
approaches to develop a comprehensive understanding of cases of nuclear 
proliferation or nonproliferation. This project seeks to understand which states 
have pursued nuclear weapons and why, as well as which have abstained from 
doing so despite incentives and capabilities and why.   
 
Approach:  
The first stage of this project will take stock of substantive findings from recent 
waves of nonproliferation research. Beyond distilling findings from a 
comprehensive literature review, this stage will identify the utility and limits of 
different research designs. The second stage will introduce and develop certain 
methodological principles that may guide the identification of the relevant universe 
of cases that should be considered when evaluating theories of nuclear 
proliferation. This research will be of direct benefit to the scholarly community 
concerned with international relations, security, arms control, and nonproliferation. 
This research will also provide non-governmental organizations and foundations 
the ability to evaluate theories of proliferation and the policy prescriptions, such as 
sanctions, negotiations and bargaining, or declarations of war, that may flow from 
these theories.   
 
